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How to Write Your Scholarship Essay: Tips for Highlighting Your Merit
The Greg Baird Annual Scholarship is awarded to students who demonstrate leadership, initiative, academic excellence, and commitment to their community. Your essay is your chance to show the scholarship committee why you embody these qualities and deserve this recognition. 
Here are some talking points to consider when trying to craft a compelling essay. (You are not required to include them all.):
1. Start with a Strong Introduction
Begin your essay with a hook that grabs the reader’s attention. Share a brief story, quote, or personal insight that reflects your leadership qualities or your passion for making a difference. Introduce yourself and clearly state why you’re applying for this scholarship.
2. Focus on Your Leadership and Initiative
Describe specific examples of how you’ve taken initiative or stepped into leadership roles.
· Share a story about a time you led a project, team, or initiative.
· Highlight how you motivated others, solved problems, or made a positive impact.
· Explain what leadership means to you and how you’ve grown as a leader.
3. Showcase Your Academic Excellence
Talk about your dedication to your studies and your achievements in school.
· Share your academic goals and how you’ve worked hard to achieve them.
· Highlight any awards, honors, or recognitions you’ve received.
· Explain how your academic success reflects your commitment to personal growth and excellence.
4. Demonstrate Your Connection to the Community
Illustrate how you’ve contributed to your community and why it matters to you.
· Share examples of volunteer work, community service, or initiatives you’ve been involved in.
· Explain how these experiences have shaped your values and your desire to make a difference.
· Show how your actions align with the scholarship’s focus on community impact.
5. Reflect on Your Future Goals
Discuss how this scholarship will help you achieve your educational and career aspirations.
· Explain how your goals align with the values of leadership, initiative, and community impact.
· Share how you plan to continue making a difference in your community and beyond.
6. End with a Powerful Conclusion
Wrap up your essay by summarizing why you’re a strong candidate for the scholarship.
· Reiterate your key qualities: leadership, initiative, academic excellence, and community involvement.
· Leave the reader with a lasting impression by sharing your vision for the future and how this scholarship will help you achieve it.
7. Keep It Personal and Authentic
The committee wants to hear your unique story. Write in your own voice and be genuine about your experiences and aspirations. Avoid focusing on financial need—this scholarship is about merit and your ability to lead and inspire others.
8. Proofread and Polish
Before submitting your essay:
· Check for grammar and spelling errors.
· Ensure your essay flows logically and stays focused on the scholarship’s values.
· Ask a teacher, mentor, or trusted friend to review your essay and provide feedback.
By following these steps, you’ll create an essay that highlights your strengths and shows the committee why you’re an outstanding candidate for the Greg Baird Annual Scholarship. Good luck!
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